Tonyrefail West Communities First

Partnership Meeting

7pm on the  23rd January 2008,  

TONYREFAIL COMPREHENSIVE

Attendance

Sheila Davies – Chair of the Partnership

Karen Howells – Communities First Admin Assistant

Adele Morgan – Communities First Development Worker

Christine Jobber – Communities First Area Regeneration Coordinator

Lissa Bridge – Communities First Support

Ellen Henshaw – Partnership Member

Sylvie Milner – Steering Group Member

Colin Hill – Partnership Member

Christine Cain – Partnership Member

Ian Turner – Steering Group Member

Maureen Turner – Partnership Member

Ruth Moverley – Steering Group Member

John Duff – Partnership Member

Cheryl Harris – Steering Group Member

Steven Jones – Partnership Member

Christine Thomas – Steering Group Member

John Thomas – Partnership Member

Elaine Keeble – Partnership Member

Apologies

Thomas Crockett – Partnership Member

Peter Milnes – Steering Group Member

Aubrey Tucker – Partnership Member

	ITEM
	NOTES
	ACTION
	ACTION TAKEN

	1.Welcome and Apologies
	The Chair welcomes and thanks everyone for coming. Apologies given by the Chair for Peter Milnes and Aubrey Tucker.
	
	

	2. Chairs Address
	Chair reads out a statement explaining that Hugh Smith the Tonyrefail West Communities First Coordinator had been dismissed from his employment at a hearing held on November 2007. He has made an appeal and is currently awaiting a hearing date.

Chair also stated that a letter has been sent to Director of Strategic Policy and Continuous Improvement – Chris Bradshaw asking for additional support. Chair had spoken to Head of Communities First – Nicola Lewis with additional support  being provided by Christine Jobber and Lissa Bridge. 
	
	

	3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
	Ian Turner proposed and Sylvie Milner seconded that the minutes of the 3rd of October 2007 were a true and accurate record.
	
	

	4. Matters Arising
	Chair confirms that the Communities First Team have moved office to 20 Waunthydd Road on the 19th of October 2007

Item 4 (minutes of 03.10.07)

Ian Turner stated that all the funding the Environment Group had applied for has been gratefully received.

Chair Congratulates Environment Group.


	
	

	5. Consultation of the Proposed Tonyrefail East Communinies First Area – Christine Jobber (Area Regeneration Coordinator)
	Chris Jobber indicated to the Partnership that a further study of Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation had been undertaken, and Wales had been broken down into Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s) – Four additional LSOA’s within the Local Authority Area of Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council were now due to join the Communities First process – once such LSOA being part of Tonyrefail East ward.  Discussion opened up to the floor for Partnership members to put their views forward on the way ahead and how Tonyrefail West Communities First Partnership would like to work with Tonyrefail East

Key points from the discussion were noted on flip chart paper with the following being noted: 

· Need reliable Coordinator in post

· Need to look at all Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s) across the two wards and identify those most in need and look to identify suitable activity for those areas

· Sensible to work towards doing everything jointly

Query 

Will it disrupt progress?

Discussion followed with recommendation that initial period is process of how to develop and grow

John Duff (CFSN) informed the group of an example of two LSOA’s in Merthyr although they were separate wards they were adjoining communities and have joined together to form one partnership, with Development Worker deployed to new area 

Suggestion that a Sub Group could be formed of the Partnership for Capel Farm area in order to enable local community members and interested parties to talk about their issues in their area

Colin Hill asked to  provide viewpoint from Tonyrefail East (as only Tonyrefail East representative)

Capel Farm Management Committee

Quiet excitement about being part of Communities First

Quite difficult, if not very to get people to get involved and actually leave their homes to participate – should not necessarily be interpreted as apathy but a misunderstanding of benefits of leaving their homes

It was suggested the Steering Group meet with the Capel Farm management committee and give a presentation on Communities First. A date of February 13th was given by Colin Hill. No premises available at present. 

General agreement that all attendees passionate about Tonyrefail – feel left out that not included initially 

Willing to branch out into and to cover whole of Tonyrefail

If additional Development Worker with support then they should ideally be located in the East to provide a local presence 

Suggestion: Staff Structure ~ 1 Coordinator with an extra Development Worker for both wards

Should consider name change  ~ Tonyrefail Communities First rather than Tonyrefail West

Tonyrefail should be one and not split into East and West

Need to incorporate members from the East into the Steering Group ~ issue do you keep Steering Group at current level of 8 or do you increase numbers so that more people can be involved in the Steering Group 

Need to concentrate on being ‘Together’ - Could be slow process but need to bring together

Following discussion following recommendation:

Area could benefit from Youth Workers, who could be located in the School working with hard to reach and out in the community.- could be locate in Youth Wing of School

Elaine Keeble – Head Mistress of Tonyrefail Comprehensive School – explained that current works needed to be undertaken on Youth Wing section of School and once completed this building could be available to the community during the day and be seen as both a resource and an asset.

Need to look at Coordinated approach


	
	

	6.Communites First Development Worker’s Report – Adele Morgan
	Adele Morgan briefly goes through her report which all members had a copy of.

· Walking Way to Health

· Newsletter 

· Tonyrefail Environment Association

· Bird Box Project

· Training for Community 

· Risk Awareness

· Food Hygiene

· First Aid

· Community Directory

· Playscheme

· History Book

· Working Links – Cheryl Bell has put up a jobs board in the office and it has generated a lot of interest.                


	
	

	7.Correspondence
	Nothing applicable
	
	

	8. Any Other Business
	Ruth Moverley stated that she has met with Rhian Dash from Cancer Support and hopefully looking to set up a support group based at Doctors surgery in Tonyrefail also looking for volunteer drivers.

Ian Turner said that good building links are now being made and information on courses and lectures are being received by the Environment Group.

Chair has telephoned Peter Milnes to wish him well with his recovery.

Ian Turner suggested that maybe we put on some form of transport for people in out laying areas of Tonyrefail, Penrhiwfer and Edmundstown to attend meetings.

If transport required for attending meeting 23rd April 2008 please contact Communities First office on 675220.

Adele Morgan stated that we will put a footnote on future correspondence for this.

Ruth Moverley stated that it would be worth putting the Communities First website address on the next Newslettter.
	
	

	9.Date Of Next Meeting
	23rd April 2008 7pm in The Adult Lounge at Tonyrefail  Comprehensive School
	
	


