TONYREFAIL ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION MEETING – THURSDAY 12TH JUNE 2008

IN ATTENDANCE.

Mrs Barbara Williams

Ms Christine Caine (Treasurer)

Mr Steven Jones

Mr Ben Williams

Miss Adele Morgan

Mrs Ellen Henshaw

Miss Gail Evans (Secretary)

Mr Andy Phillips – Communities First Co-ordinator

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from Ian Turner, David Williams and Kristian Williams

Adele was appointed chairperson as Ian was not present at the meeting.

Adele introduced Andy Phillips, the new Communities First Co-ordinator.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MATTERS ARISING.

The minutes were approved as a true record.  

FINANCE REPORT.

Chris reported that £90 had been spent on safety equipment for Barbara, Steven and herself.  The helmets and other items are for use with brush-cutters etc.  Boots and trousers were on order as they had not been available in the shop in the sizes needed.

£2,253.74 remained in the account.

HEADED PAPER.

Gail reported that problems with the necessary computer programme had not been solved but she expected the samples to be ready by the next meeting. 
A short discussion took place regarding the deadline for spending the grant money from BCTV.  Adele agreed to check on the conditions of the grant.

GENERAL PROGRESS.

Gail said she would get a sample of the design for the shirt logo to Adele as soon as Adele was back in work after her holiday.

PROCUREMENT OF EQUIPMENT.

Barbara reported that helmets and ear protectors had been bought for use with brush-cutters.  Boots and trousers were on order.  They would be used by Chris, Steven and Barbara who had all received training for using the cutters. 
REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES.
Everyone agreed that the clean-up had been successful, with enough waste collected to fill the lorry.

The surrounding houses had not received a leaflet drop informing them of the clean-up and, after a short discussion, everyone agreed that in future it would be a good idea to let residents know what the group were planning to do in their area.  It was felt that even if no volunteers come forward, at least everyone would know who was carrying out the work.

TRAINING.

Gail confirmed that Kristian and David had completed the mammal awareness survey and returned it to the organisers.

SELECTION OF THE NEXT PROJECT.

It was confirmed that the river clean-up on Francis Street would take place on June 21st.  Ben said that he would be unable to attend, but he would arrange for the waste to be collected.

The project for July would be a clean-up of the banking and adjacent areas behind the memorial gates at the bottom of Waunrhydd Road.

Gail and Chris reported that there was a lot of litter and rubbish in this area and it badly needed clearing up.

It was agreed that the clean-up would take place on July 19th.

Adele reported that she had been unable to organise a project with school children involving potting up tubs and baskets, but she hoped it would go ahead next year.

ANNUAL TARGET SETTING.

Andy suggested that the group set itself achievable projects so that we can easily meet the SMART criteria.  Long term projects can still take place as long as time deadlines are allotted to relevant areas of the work.  

Records/reports of work undertaken during the year can be used for reviewing the targets.

CORRESPONDENCE.

There was no correspondence.

A.O.B.

Barbara mentioned that she would be taking part in a project organised by the Butterfly Conservation Society.  The project involved pulling up balsam plants and the group would be meeting at 10am outside the Red Cow on June 16th.  Everyone was welcome to attend.

Gail mentioned that she thought it would be a nice project for children and Ben offered to arrange a similar event for the second week in July.  A suitable date will be set after Gail makes arrangements at the school.

Ben mentioned that R.C.T. would be receiving money from the Assembly Government and might be able to offer grants of up to £1000.  They were also looking to provide three members of staff to help groups with their projects over the next three years.

Gail mentioned that Tonyrefail Comprehensive School had just received the Eco Schools Green Flag award.  Adele asked Gail to give her a report so that she could include it in the next Communities First newsletter.

Gail invited T.E.A. members to a flag raising ceremony which would be taking place in the near future.

Andy reminded everyone that the Communities First General Meeting will take place on July 9th at 7pm in the Adult Education Lounge at Tonyrefail School.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

Thursday July 10th at 6pm in St Georges’s Day Centre.

